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Dear BCSD Community, 
 
I hope you and your families are staying well. 
 
This Monday, May 25, is Memorial Day, a day of national recognition, remembrance, and appreciation for 

all of those who gave their lives defending the United States.  Memorial Day in a “normal” year also marks 

the beginning of a new season, with parades, barbecues, family gatherings, spring planting. Of course, this is 

hardly a “normal” year. 
 
As Memorial Day weekend approaches, I offer a few thoughts. 
 
According to the Farmer’s Almanac, Memorial Day commemorates the men and women who died while in 

the military service of their country, particularly those who died in battle or as a result of wounds sustained 

in battle. In other words, the purpose of Memorial Day is to memorialize the veterans who made the ultimate 

sacrifice for their country.  We spend time remembering those who lost their lives and could not come home, 

reflecting on their service and why we have the luxury and freedom that we enjoy today. 
 
Memorial Day is a day so aptly dedicated to honoring those who gave the ultimate sacrifice in service to our 

nation.  Today, at this time, I am also thinking about today’s heroes, those who serve in health and public 

safety, and those who continue to provide childcare and essential services. While we stay safely in our 

homes, they continue to give of themselves to serve us, despite personal and family risk.  Right here, right 

now, in our own local communities and across our nation, we have so many heroes.  As we commemorate 

heroes of the past, perhaps we might also take a moment to salute our heroes of COVID-19!   
 
For those of us who look to Memorial Day Weekend as a beacon of sunny days ahead and as a reminder that 

summer is around the corner, and for all of us in education for whom this holiday serves as a small respite 

before the frenetic pace of planning moving up ceremonies, end of year class celebrations, and high school 

graduation, this year feels so different.  I believe that it should not.  The weather forecast looks bright for the 

weekend.  There are some relaxations of restrictions issued by our government officials regarding use of 

community facilities and small group gatherings.  For instance, see an announcement on our website 

regarding the limited use of our tennis courts and track on the Fox Lane campus.  Here in BCSD, our 

teachers, administrators, student leaders and parent organizers, are actively and enthusiastically developing 

amazing plans for all of the “traditional” rites of passage that mark June on a school calendar.  The 

elementary schools will be sending out information about 5th grade Moving Up ceremonies and celebrations; 

the 8th Grade Moving Up is scheduled for June 22; and the FLHS Class of 2020 will be celebrated in a series 

of special events, culminating as they graduate, all together, in a graduation ceremony, on June 23.  If there 

were ever a time when we needed the positive outlook that typically accompanies Memorial Day Weekend, 

this is that time. Celebration, recognition, commemoration and optimism! 
 
In the coming days, we will share essential information with our school community about the end of the 

year.  We will also share very important information about our thinking and planning for the 2020-2021 

school year.  We have established three special Task Forces hard at work developing plans for Academics, 

Social and Emotional Supports, and Re-entry with regard to Health and Safety.  A survey is under 

development through which we will be soliciting information, comments and recommendations from our 

entire District community to guide and support us in each of these areas. 
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For now, buckle up.  Like all years, the race is on from after Memorial Day through the end of another 

academic year.  This is certainly one we will never forget.  For our students and teachers, there is still work 

to be completed, material to be taught and learned, and records to be finalized before we break for 

summer.  And, of course, there are all of the celebrations to be enjoyed together in the coming weeks. 
 
Finally, Memorial Day weekend always included a day off from school.  This is one moment when this year 

is no different.  SCHOOL IS CLOSED ON MEMORIAL DAY, MONDAY, MAY 25!   Enjoy the day, 

find special meaning in a short holiday break this year, and return next Tuesday ready for a strong finish to 

what will long be remembered as a year unlike any we’ve ever experienced before, while we aspire to 

provide the memories of all that make the end of every school special. 
 
Enjoy some sunshine this weekend and stay well! 
 
Joel Adelberg 
Interim Superintendent of Schools 

   
 

 

 


